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POLICY BRIEF — Identifying “Impact Hubs” for Agenda 2030 and G7 Commitment to Agenda 2030 “Policy Tags”

Abstract

The proposal is in three parts but aimed at a singular goal: achieving measurable progress toward the
successful fulfillment of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The first element is to have the
G7 members collectively map the key “impact hubs” as described by Anne-Marie Slaughter and Gordon
LaForge (2021). The second element is to obtain a G7 commitment to identify what principal SDG, or
SDGs, is promoted or advanced with every policy initiative or announcement, whether administrative,
legislative, or executive through the use of SDG Tags. The third and final element of the proposal urges
G7 efforts to obtain G20 adoption of the initiative.
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Challenge

Agenda 2030 was approved by the UNGA in 2015. The problem: several countries, most notably the United
States, have failed to reference or target their policy efforts on the SDGs. The United States (Ingram and
Pipa 2022) and other G7 countries seldom mention or promote policy initiatives and efforts in relation to
the 17 SDG Goals (Ingram and Hlavaty 2021). The publics in the G7 countries are barely aware of the
commitments and efforts to date.! With time running out and with the setbacks on achieving many of the
Agenda 2030 goals due to the global pandemic and now rising geopolitical tensions, all countries must

redouble their efforts.?

Proposals

The policy recommendation is in three parts. First is a commitment by G7 countries to undertake a
mapping exercise to identify what Slaughter and La Forge (2021) call “impact hubs”. As the authors
describe these hubs they are: “issue-specific organizations that sit at the center of a set of important actors
working on a particular problem—coordinating their collective work toward common, clearly measurable
goals and outcomes. A hub could be an existing international or regional organization, a coalition of
nongovernmental organizations, or a new secretariat within the UN system specifically created for the
purpose.” (2021, 29)

The authors further point to the application of impact hubs to Agenda 2030: “A good place to start would
be to look at the actors working on each of the UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)—targets the

world has agreed must be met by 2030 to achieve global peace and prosperity.”

These hubs are “whole of society” instruments; they can run from the subnational and substate level —
private companies such as Coca-Cola, Siemens, and Tata, as pointed out by the authors; large
philanthropies such as the Gates Foundation, the Ford Foundation, and the Aga Khan Foundation; and
research centers, private institutes, think tanks, and civic and faith groups, cities, states, and provinces and
then to regional and international organizations including UN agencies. These impact hubs can be

employed to reveal the ‘heart’ of efforts nationally and globally to advance Agenda 2030.

The second element of the proposal would entail G7 members agreeing to implement a program of “SDG
Tags”. The SDG Tags would be identified for policy initiatives whether such policies are administrative,
legislative, or executive. The SDG Tag program could be extended to the many “impact hub” actors and

actions as they are identified.

The SDG Tag would identify what SDG goal or goals were being advanced through the policy and would
further describe common, clear, and measurable outcomes for the policy initiative. By introducing SDG Tags
for all policy programs and initiatives, the SDG Tags would publicly advertise efforts to achieve the 17

Goals. It would also crucially advance efforts to build a common methodology for measuring SDG efforts.

Think
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POLICY BRIEF — Identifying “Impact Hubs” for Agenda 2030 and G7 Commitment to Agenda 2030 “Policy Tags”

The third and final element of this Policy Brief would include a commitment by G7 members to press
forward to gain support and acceptance from all G20 members. It is vital to advance the commitment to
the G20 members since the G20 includes significantly important emerging market and developing countries

including China, India, Brazil, Indonesia, and others.

Implementations

The G7 is a critical starting point for this policy initiative. It is vital to get US commitment to move the global
development initiative forward. The failure to obtain visible US support harms the global effort. Having
achieved G7 commitment, then moving to the G20 is obvious and necessary. All key countries of the G7 and
G20 alike need to target, advertise, and promote this key global development strategy. It is a number one
priority for the G7 and the G20.

The SDG Tags and revealing the Impact Hubs are critical, we believe, in advancing national and systemic
efforts to achieve Agenda 2030 which today is threatened by the pandemic and now geopolitical tensions
and conflict. These impact hubs and SDG Tags are concrete initiatives in a global effort to prioritize SDG
actions. The elements set out in this Policy Brief are designed to give all the starting point for renewing

global efforts to achieve Agenda 2030. Here is a guide to action for all.
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Endnotes

1 One need only track US Secretary of State Antony Blinken’s statements and interviews to recognize the
absence of any references to Agenda 2030 or the Sustainable Development Goals. As pointed out by
Ingram and Pipa (2022): “The U.S. is the only G-7, G-20, or OECD country not to have submitted or
committed to submit a Voluntary National Review of the SDGs to the U.N.”

2 The unprovoked Russian invasion of the Ukraine has redirected G7 attention to this geopolitical
nightmare leaving little space to collective Agenda 2030 action. Meanwhile time passes.
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